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Lesson Overview 

Description   In this lesson, students are critically analyzing gender role stereotypes in 

fairytales by reading and viewing several fairytale stories, learning how to use 

Prezi, writing their own fairytale story without using stereotypes, and then 

sharing it with the class. It is intended for elementary students. This lesson 

plan is prepared in English. There will be a focus on using technology, 

specifically Prezi, to create their fairy tales. Class size should not be more than 

24 students.  

 

 Students recognize stereotypes and understand the role they play in media’s 

portrayal of life, learn about the writing process and build on their background 

knowledge. Student’s compare/contrast fairytale stories, and explore the 

elements of fairytales by reviewing and observing fairytales. As they retell the 

stories, students are encouraged to make use of sequencing words 

(first, so, then, next, after that, finally).  
 
 Grade Levels (Cycle) Cycle 1 or 2 

Prerequisite Knowledge Basic familiarity with computers, knowledge in reading and writing fairytales.  

 

Key Concepts Reading, writing, viewing, analyzing, setting, good, evil, plot, writing 

process, fairytale, make-believe, characters, stereotypes, gender, 

princess, prince.  



 
 

 

Identify Learning 

General Lesson Learning Objectives Students will:  

1. Read and listen to fairytales 

2. Analyze fairytales and identify stereotypes   

3. Learn how to use Prezi 

4. Compose a fairytale story without using stereotypes  

5. Present fairytale story to class  

 

 General Measurable Outcomes Students will: 

 Understand that the representations made by the media are not 

always accurate  

 Demonstrate an understanding of the structure and organization     

of texts by listening, reading, discussing, and writing  

 Speak, write, and perform to express personal ideas to a specific 

audience by creating fairy tale stories  

 Use the writing process by generating and organizing ideas, 

drafting, revising by adding, proofreading using a checklist and 

producing a final copy  

 

 

 

Specific Key Questions (KSU) & Considerations  What is a fairytale? 
 What is a stereotype? 
 What gender stereotypes can you identify in fairytales?  
 What qualities in the princess and prince determine how they may be 

stereotyped?  
 How do we identify the elements of a fairy tale?  

 

QEP Competencies     All the competencies are touched on to some degree:  
 Competency 1: To read and listen to literary, popular and information-

based texts  
 Competency 2: To write self-expressive, narrative and information-based 

texts 
 Competency 3: To represent her/his literacy in different media  
 Competency 4: To use language to communicate and learn  



 
 

 

Materials & Organization 

Materials Required  Computer terminals  

 Fast internet connection  

 Projector connected to instructor’s laptop/desktop 

 The Paper Bag Princess by Robert Munsch  

 The following Disney storybooks: The Little Mermaid, Cinderella, 

Hercules, Mulan, Rapunzel  

 Character trait analysis graphic organizer 

 Storyboard template 

 Brainstorming template  

 

 
Classroom Organization/Layout In the classroom, all students must have a view of the projector and 

SmartBoard. 

 

In the computer lab, all students must have a view of the projector, however 

it is preferable for the teacher to be able to see all the of the student’s 

desktops while teaching, so he/she can deter them from getting distracted on 

social media or other sites. However, because students will only need to use 

the computers near the end of the lesson, the class arrangement is irrelevant 

so long as students are made to turn off their screens until the teacher tells 

them they can turn them on.  

Advanced Work/Enrichment  Have students think about how stories like Cinderella, Rapunzel, 

Mulan, and The Little Mermaid would be different if the 

characters were portrayed in a non-stereotypical way 

 Have students think about other gender stereotypes portrayed in 

the media such as commercials, Disney films, and cartoons.  



 
 

 

Lesson Plan Outline 

Introduction (0:00 – 3:00)  Ask them what they know about fairytales, what are common 

themes in fairytales, what do they like about fairytales, and which 

one is their favorite.  

# Lesson 

Activity/Description 

Objectives Outcomes CCCs  

1 Introduce stereotypes  

(3:00 – 7:00) 

 To introduce stereotyping, ask 

them to think of words to 

describe a princess and a prince. 

 Students might response that a 

princess is young, skinny, white, 

well-dressed, wealthy, beautiful 

long hair, pretty. A prince is 

handsome, wealthy, masculine, 

and strong.    

 Tell them that that is a 

stereotype princess and prince 

portrayed in the media.  

 Tell them what the word 

stereotype means  

 

Students will identify 

stereotypes attached to 

princesses and princes in 

typical fairy tale stories  

 

Students will define the 

word ‘stereotype’ 

 

Students will begin to 

recognize that these 

representations that were 

made by the media are 

not always accurate  

Competency 4: 

To use language 

to communicate 

and learn  

n/a 

2 Analyze fairytale stories 

(7:00 – 16:00) 

 Ask students to get into groups 

of 5 and provide each group 

with a Disney fairytale story.  

 Tell them to observe and 

analyze the book and describe 

each character on the graphic 

organizer and point out gender 

stereotypes.  

 

Students will work in groups 

of 5 and analyze a Disney 

fairytale story 

 

Students will analyze 

character traits and identify 

gender stereotypes that are 

portrayed in the story  

Students will recognize 

that these 

representations that 

were made by the media 

are not always accurate  

 

Competency 1: To read 

and listen to literary  

 

Competency 2: To write 

self-expressive, narrative 

and information-based 

texts  

 

 

The Little Mermaid 

Cinderella  

Hercules  

Mulan  

Rapunzel  

Character trait 

analysis graphic 

organizer  

 



 
 

 

  Regroup and ask students to 

share what they have noticed 

about the stepmother, villain, 

hero, mother, father, princess, 

and prince.   

 

  Competency 4: To use 

language to 

communicate and learn 

 

3 Analyze The Paper Bag Princess  

(16:00 – 25:00) 

 Read The Paper Bag Princess 

on Prezi.  

 Discuss with students the 

following questions: 

 What did you notice about 

Elizabeth’s character? How is 

she different from the princess 

stereotype in the fairytales we 

talked about? How is Prince 

Ronald different? 

 

Students will analyze the 

characters in The Paper 

Bag Princess fairytale 

 

Students will identify 

differences between this 

book and the one they 

previously analyzed 

Students will understand 

that that a girl can be 

intellectual, wise, and 

independent 

 

Students will know how 

to analyze fairytales  

 

Competency 1: 

To read and 

listen to 

literary  

 

Competency 4: 

To use 

language to 

communicate 

and learn  

The Paper Bag 

Princess on Prezi 

 

Character trait 

graphic organizer  

4 Day 2 

Review the elements of fairytales 

(0:00-5:00) 

 Tell students that they will 

be writing and creating their 

own fairy tale story without 

using stereotypes.  

 Prior to this lesson plan 

students have already learned 

how to write fairytale stories. 

Thus they should know the 

basic elements and structure 

writing fairytales. 

 However, provide students 

with a review of the elements 

of fairytales such as plot, 

setting, characters, magic 

element, happy ending and 

moral of the story. 

Students will do a review on 
what elements are needed to 
write a fairytale story  

Students will understand 

that a story needs a 

beginning, middle, end  

 

Students will know the 

basic elements of a fairy 

tale  

Competency 4: 

To use language 

to communicate 

and learn 

The Little Mermaid 

Cinderella  

Hercules  

Mulan  

Rapunzel  

 



5 Prezi tutorial  

(5:00 – 15:00) 

 Give students a tutorial on how 

to use Prezi in the computer 

lab.  

 Tell students to first 

brainstorm ideas on the 

graphic organizer then begin 

writing their story on the 

storyboard graphic organizer 

 Once students are done with 

that they can submit the first 

draft to the teacher  

 

Students will pay attention 

and observe on how to use 

Prezi 

 

Students will learn about 

different templates they can 

use, images they can add 

and special attributes they 

can include to enhance their 

Prezi   

 

Students will brainstorm 

ideas  

 

 

Students will discover 

new ideas and 

relationships between 

concepts 

 

Students will improve 

their organization skills  

 

Competency 2: 

To write self-

expressive, 

narrative and 

information-

based texts 

 

Competency 4:  

To use 

language to 

communicate 

and learn  

 Brainstorming 

graphic organizer 

 

Storyboard graphic 

organizer  

 

 

 

6 Getting started 

(15:00 – 35:00) 

 Return students their 

storyboard draft  

 Students will begin 

exploring Prezi and create 

their fairytale story  

 

Students will explore 

through Prezi and use 

images, features and 

attributes to create and 

enhance their fairytale 

story 

Students will organize 

thought processes, new 

ideas and information  

 

Students will improve 

their technical skills 

 

Competency 2: To 

write self-

expressive, 

narrative, 

information-based 

texts  

Competency 3:To 

represent his/her 

literacy in 

different media  

Competency 4:To 

use language to 

communicate and 

learn  

 

Storyboard graphic 

organizer  

7 Day 3 

Finishing up  

(0:00 – 35:00) 

 Students will have a last day 

to work on their Prezi 

fairytale  

 If students are complete, they 

can begin practicing for the 

oral presentation  

Students will finish 

developing their fairytale 

story on Prezi  

Students will improve 

their skills on using 

fonts, importing 

pictures and videos as 

well as manipulating 

images, shape and text 

on Prezi 

 

Competency 1: to write 

self-expressive, narrative, 

information-based texts 

 

Competency 3: To 

represent his/her literacy 

in different media  

 

n/a 



8 Day 4 

Oral Presentations 

(0:00 

 Students will tell their 

fairytale story to the class  

Each student will present 

his or her fairy tale in a 

manner that allows one to 

be both heard and 

understood 

 

Students will develop 

their own voice and 

perspectives in relation to 

peers  

 

 

Competency 3: 

represents her/his 

literacy in different 

media 

Competency 4: To use 

language to 

communicate and learn  

n/a 

Conclusion 

(1:55 – 2:00) 

In the last few minutes, students will be encouraged to share what 

they liked most about the presentations and they learned about 

stereotypes.  

 Assessment & Evaluation Strategies  

Formative Assessment Strategies: During this lesson plan, students will be expected to: 

 Listen carefully to others and their ideas 

 Participate in discussion during Prezi 

 Discuss with peers and teachers in order to 

share and plan ideas 

 Pay attention to the fairytale stories 

 Participate during the activity  

 Use the information and resources given to 

them to ease their process of writing 

 Present their final work in front of the class 

 



Summative Assessment Strategies: Students would receive a grade based on their work done during 

this lesson. The rubric would be based on the criteria: 

 There is proof of work on the brainstorm and storyboard 

templates (10%) 

 Technical aspects (10%):  

- Images, font size and color are clear 

- Easy to navigate through each slide  

 Stories contain all elements that were mentioned in class: 

- Setting (10%) 

- Plot (10%) 

- Characters (10%) 

- Magic element (10%) 

- Happy ending (10%) 

- Moral or lesson (10%) 

- Non-stereotypical characters (10%) 

 Oral presentation (20%) 

 
 

Instructional Resource Appendix 

Gender stereotypes  http://hilo.hawaii.edu/academics/hohonu/documents/Vol07x07HappilyEverAfter.pdf 

Gender stereotypes in Disney https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kTl-ZGdUHcQ 

Fairy tales and gender roles  http://bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/SocialJustice/Issues/LGBTQ/FairyTalesGender.pdf 

The Paper Bag Princess http://reviews-of-childrens-literature.pbworks.com/w/page/10581729/The Paper Bag Princess 

http://hilo.hawaii.edu/academics/hohonu/documents/Vol07x07HappilyEverAfter.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kTl-ZGdUHcQ
http://bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/SocialJustice/Issues/LGBTQ/FairyTalesGender.pdf
http://reviews-of-childrens-literature.pbworks.com/w/page/10581729/The%20Paper%20Bag%20Princess
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